
 

ACvA newsletter – November 2019  

Dear Collaegaues  

We’d love to keep you engaged and active in the ACvA – 
read on for ACvA activities and upcoming events. In this 
edition:  

• ACvA Flagship Advisory Groups – membership 
announced! 

• Funding opportunities and the “Mission” update  

• Science meets Parliament event for two valuable emerging CV research leaders  

• Events – current and upcoming  
 

Establishment of ACvA Flagship Advisory Groups  

The ACvA Board is thrilled to announce the members of our recently appointed Flagship 
Advisory Group members. Each of the six strategic Flagships have established Advisory 
Groups to provide specific expert advice and technical knowledge, map existing strengths 
and barriers and identify key research priorities relevant to expanding funding 
opportunities.  

The six Flagships are as follows:  

 
 

Each Flagship Advisory Group is made up of a diverse group of academic, industry, 
government and community thought leaders and the groups unparalleled research 
expertise and insights will help advance awareness of ACvA’s purpose.   

 

 

 

Six Strategic Flagships

Drug Discovery Bioengineering Precision Medicine Big Data Clinical Trials Implementation and Policy

Promoting targeted 
development of new 

therapies incorporating 
emerging biology 

Accelerating the 
development and translation 

of devices, tissue 
engineering, and advanced 

CV imaging

Embedding multi-omic
platforms and 
computational 

bioinformatics with well-
phenotyped clinical cohorts 

to discover new markers 
and mechanisms

Leveraging emerging 
opportunities in data science 

applied to national 
coordinated cohort studies, 

registries and electronic 
medical records to open 

new frontiers 

Including rigorous testing of 
Australian discoveries and 

devices, and drug 
repurposing, as well as 
innovations in delivery 

of care 

To deliver best CV care for 
all Australians, from 

prevention and primary 
care through to the 

interventional catheter 
laboratory and 

operating theatre

Capacity building initiatives supporting all Flagships: 
National CV Bioinformatics Institute 

Australian CV Commercialisation Hub
Indigenous CBI

Clinician Researcher Catalyst Awards Scheme
AHRTC and Primary Care Catalyst Grants 

Advanced Cardiovascular Imaging
National Leadership/mentorship Programs; International and National Conferences; CV Ambassador Awards

 



We are thrilled to announce the Advisory Groups for each of the Flagships as:  

Implementation Policy and Research   
Director: Garry Jennings  
Jason Agostino Australian National University  
Sally Inglis University of Technology  
Stephen Jan George Institute for Global Health/UNSW 
Len Kritharides University of Sydney  
Sean Lybrand AMGEN 
Ray Mahoney CSIRO 
Tom Marwick Baker Heart and Diabetes Institute  
Julie Redfern University of Sydney  
Tim Shaw University of Sydney  
Bill Stavreski Heart Foundation  
Jenifer  Tucker  Consumer representative  

Clinical Trials 
Co Directors: Chris Reid and Vincent Thijs   
John  Beltrame University of Adelaide  
Ken Butcher UNSW 
Seana  Gall  University of Tasmania  
Carmel Hawley University of Queensland  
Tony Keech University of Sydney  
Bruce  Neal George Institute for Global Health  
Jonathon Sen University of Melbourne  
Ana Svensson AMGEN 
Anita Van Der Meer NSW Health  

 

Big Data  
Co Directors: Emily Banks and Louisa Jorm    
Tom Briffa UWA Population Global Health  
Dominque Cadilhac Monash University  
Girish Dwivedi Harry Perkins Institute of Medical Research  
Michael Inouye Baker Institute  
Ray Mahoney CSIRO 
Andrew Matthews Medibank Private/Monash Business School  
Lee Nedkoff University of Western Australia 
Ellie Paige Australian National University  
Johan Verjans University of Adelaide  
Andrew Wilson VicHealth 

 

 

 

 



Precision Medicine  
Co Directors: Alicia Jenkins and Peter Miekle    
Fadi Charchar Federation University  
David Elliott Murdoch Children's Research Institute  
Diane Fatkin Victor Chang Cardiac Research Institute  
Stu Grieve University of Sydney  
Gary Kilov Primary Care / University of Melbourne  
Julie McMullen Baker Heart and Diabetes Research Institute  
John O'Sullivan University of Sydney  
Nathan Palpant University of Qld 
Jamie Vandenberg Victor Chang Cardiac Research Institute  

Bioengineering 
Co Directors: Peter Barlis and James Hudson     
Yu Suk Choi University of Western Australia  
Anand Ganesan Flinders Medical Centre  
Stu Grieve University of Sydney 
Adam Hill Victor Chang Cardiac Research Institute  
Mohan Karunaithi CSIRO 
Martin Ng University of Sydney  
Jelena Rnjak - Kovacina UNSW 
Martin Ugander University of Sydney 
Ben  Wright  Cicada Innovations 

 

Drug Discovery 
Co Directors: Grant Drummond and Rebecca Ritchie  
Andrew Boyle University of Newcastle 
Judy DeHaan Baker Heart and Diabetes Research Institute  
Belinda DiBartolo University of Sydney  
Mark  Febbraio Monash University  
Anne Field Dept of Health  
Justin Hamilton Monash University  
David Howells University of Tasmania  
Bron Kingwell CSL 
Lauren May Monash University  
KerryAnne Rye UNSW 

     

Thank you to those who applied – there was broad interest and enthusiastic support with 
over 100 applications received. There are many opportunities to remain engaged and active 
in the Flagship so stay in touch with us through Twitter, the ACvA website and through our 
membership database.  

 



The “Mission” and other funding opportunities 

The MRFF Mission for Cardiovascular Health is expected to release a call for applications for 
its first round of grant funding before the end of the academic year. This is after extensive 
public consultation on the roadmap, and Ministerial review. Thanks to all who contributed 
to the broad feedback and constructive review.  

Whilst the Mission (~$20 Mill pa) will be an important injection into the sector- driving 
collaborative and translational research excellence and capacity, this is only one of many 
opportunities we have for the ACvA to help increase funding and in-kind support of 
cardiovascular research in Australia. The NSW OHMR have included direct reference to the 
Flagships for the EMCR grant round- encouraging researchers to work together with the 
ACvA platform. Please consider how the Flagships and scientific support platform that the 
Alliance is building can help your research proposal. If we were able to support an increase 
in success rate by an absolute 2-3% in other funding schemes- this would be worth more $ 
than the entire Mission.  

Congratulations to the recent successful grant recipients in the Heart Foundation Vanguard 
and Future Leader Fellowships, and massive thanks to our partners the Heart Foundation for 
their support of our stars with 67 grants awarded right across the translational pipeline, 
with a total of $15.5 million for the next four years.   

Emerging Leaders  

Science meets Parliament 

We opened for an urgent call for applications to represent the ACvA at Science meets 
Parliament on 26-27 November. We received a large number of excellent applications, 
which were independently scored by 4 members of our committee.  

Dr Paul Lacaze (Monash University) and Dr Ellie Paige (ANU) will be raising awareness about 
cardiovascular disease in Canberra, and advocating for cardiovascular research.  

We are sure Paul and Ellie will make of all us proud! 

 We will have further opportunities for science communication coming up soon, so watch 
this space and make sure to check ACvA emails!   

Workforce Survey 

We would like to thank all of those who completed the survey, now closed with 548 
completed responses. We are in the process of analysing the data, and will be sharing the 
final results with you soon.  

 

 



Our preliminary results, however, support that only a minority of Australian cardiovascular 
researchers will stay in the field if funding is not available within the next few years. The 
majority don’t have job security and feel they don’t have a long-term career in 
cardiovascular research. We are reflecting on the outcomes and how the Emerging Leaders 
Committee can help change the current scenario and immediately reduce the workforce 
loss.  

 

Events  

 

NOVEMBER 2019  

 
Precision Medicine Symposia | 25 November 2019 | University of Sydney CVI & ACvA event  

Big Data Workshop | 26 November 2019 | University of Sydney CVI & ACvA event 

Science meets Parliament | 26 -27 November | Canberra  

Please follow on twitter (@OzCvA) and ACvA website (https://www.ozheart.org/)  

DECEMBER 2019  

ACvA AGM | 12 December 2019 | AGM papers and online voting for two board members  

FEBRUARY 2020  

Industry Roundtable | February 2020 | Sydney location TBC  

An ACvA driven meeting, and we welcome input from our industry members to contribute 
to the agenda - keep an eye out for the opportunity to suggest agenda items.  

Communication and media presence 

• Thanks to the hard work of our energetic emerging leaders Committee, and some of 
our hard-core twitter addicts, we have dramatically increased our social media 
presence. We are well over the magic 1000 twitter followers!  

• If you have any stories that you are keen on promoting regarding individual research 
experience or discovery, please let us know.  
 
 
 

 

 

https://www.ozheart.org/acva-building-academic-industry-partnerships-2-2-3/
https://www.ozheart.org/
https://www.ozheart.org/acva-building-academic-industry-partnerships-2-2-2/


Next Steps 

 

The ACvA has the unique opportunity to continue to increase the visibility of cardiovascular 
disease, and to work with state and federal agencies, to increase peer-reviewed funding for 
research into heart, stroke and vascular disease.  

For our voice to continue to be heard and acted on in the community and at a government 
level, we need to act together. This level of advocacy needs to happen right now, and the 
legal structure, as well as the breadth of membership makes the ACvA a powerful force. 

Please renew your membership when prompted to do so to help us to continue to forge 
ahead with our goals and thank you for your support.  

 

 

November 2019  

 


